














Commissioners 

JORDAN K. RUSSELL 

Chairman Jordan K. Russell joined the Commission after serving three 
legislative     sessions     as      policy      director      and      counsel to   former 
Oklahoma  Speaker  of  the  House  Jeffrey  W.  Hickman.  Prior  to his  time  
at the  State  Capitol,  Chairman Russell  had   a   successful   law   practice   in 
the  downtown Oklahoma City office of Gungoll, Jackson, Box & Devoll, P.C. 

Chairman Russell also previously worked as a legislative assistant  to 
Oklahoma’s U.S. Congressman Frank D. Lucas in his Washington, D.C. office 
where he worked on issues involving healthcare, labor, social security and 
disability, and ERISA. 

Chairman Russell was appointed to the Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation 
Commission by Governor Mary Fallin effective October 4, 2016, and was 
reappointed to the Commission by Governor Kevin Stitt to a term ending  in 
August 2025. Chairman Russell was appointed to the position of Chairman of the 
Workers' Compensation Commission June 1, 2021, by Governor Kevin Stitt. 

ADMISSIONS 

• Supreme Court of Oklahoma

• U.S. District Court for the Western District ofOklahoma

• U.S. District Court for the Eastern District ofOklahoma

• U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Oklahoma

EDUCATION 

• J.D., University of Oklahoma College of Law, Order of the Coif, Dean’s List

• B.S., Oklahoma State University, Major: Agricultural Economics,
Magna Cum Laude, Top Graduate of College of Agricultural
Sciences and Natural Resources

CIVIC INVOLVEMENT AND LEADERSHIP 

• Crossings Community Church

• Sirloin Club of Oklahoma – Board of Directors

• PCAA and Friday Night Lights - Volunteer Youth Sports Coach

• National and Oklahoma FFA Alumni Association – Lifetime Member

• Oklahoma State University Alumni Association – Lifetime Member
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• JD, University of Oklahoma College of Law

• BS, Washington and Lee University, Major: Political Science & History.

• Rotary Club of Oklahoma City, Member.

• Lawyer's chapter of the Federalist Society of Oklahoma City,
Member.

• Junior League of Oklahoma City, Member.

• Christ The King Catholic Church

• Central Oklahoma Humane Society, Board Member.

Commissioners 

MEGAN R. TILLY 

Before her appointment to the Commission, Commissioner Tilly most 
recently served as Chief of the Multi-County Grand Jury Unit of the 
Oklahoma Attorney General’s office. The grand jury investigates and 
prosecutes crimes across the state, including public corruption, white 
collar crime, and fraud. She assisted the Workers’ Compensation, 
Insurance, and Social Security Fraud Unit of the attorney’s general’s 
office in criminal fraud investigations through legal research and 
counsel. Previously, Commissioner Tilly worked in the District Attorney's 
office as an assistant district attorney in the Ninth District, handling all 
felony drug cases in Payne County and prosecuting all types of felonies 
in Logan County.  

Commissioner Tilly was appointed to the Oklahoma Workers’ 
Compensation Commission by Governor Mary Fallin effective August 28, 
2017. 

CIVIC INVOLVEMENT AND LEADERSHIP 

EDUCATION 

ADMISSIONS

• Supreme Court of Oklahoma

• U.S. District Court for the Western District of
Oklahoma
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Commissioners 

Scott Biggs 
Commissioner Biggs joined the Commission after serving as the State Executive 
Director for the Farm Service Agency within the USDA. Prior to his service with 
the USDA, Commissioner Biggs was an elected member of the Oklahoma 
House of Representatives. At the Capitol, Scott served on a variety of 
committees and in several leadership roles. Much of his work was focused on 
both agriculture and victims’ issues.  Scott was the leading voice for State 
Question 794 which placed victims’ rights in the State Constitution. Before his 
time at the State Capitol, Scott ran a private legal practice and worked in several 
district attorneyss' offices around the state. 

Commissioner Biggs currently serves as an officer in the Oklahoma Air National 
Guard and is assigned to the 138th Fighter Wing legal office in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He 
was recently recognized with the Patriot Award for his support and cooperation of 
fellow members in the Guard, Reserves, and veterans of military service in their 
employment opportunities.     

Governor Kevin Stitt appointed Commissioner Biggs to a six-year term with the 
Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation Commission effective August 26, 2021. 

ADMISSIONS

• Supreme Court of Oklahoma

• United States District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma

• United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces

• United States Air Force Court of Criminal Appeals

EDUCATION

• J.D., University of Oklahoma College of Law

• B.S., Oklahoma State University, Major: Agricultural Economics

CIVIC INVOLVEMENT AND LEADERSHIP

• St. Francis of Xavier Catholic Church

• Oklahoma State University Alumni Association
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Executive Director and Commission Counsel

Lauren Hammonds Johnson is an accomplished legal professional who currently holds 
the position of Executive Director and General Counsel at the WCC. In this role, she 
serves as the chief legal and administrative officer, overseeing various aspects of the 
agency's operations.

One of Lauren's primary responsibilities is to provide counsel and guidance to the 
Commissioners and Division Directors, ensuring that the agency adheres to state and 
federal laws. This involves staying updated on relevant legal regulations and advising 
the agency on compliance matters. By leveraging her expertise, Lauren helps the 
agency navigate complex legal issues and make informed decisions.

Lauren is responsible for managing and developing the operations and regulatory 
divisions of the Commission. This involves overseeing the day-to-day activities of these 
divisions and implementing strategies to improve efficiency and effectiveness. By 
actively participating in the management of these divisions, Lauren plays a vital role in 
shaping the agency's overall operations.

Lauren acts as a liaison between the three Commissioners, facilitating communication 
and collaboration among them. This involves conveying important information, 
coordinating meetings, and ensuring effective communication channels are established 
within the agency. By serving as a liaison, Lauren helps promote transparency, 
cooperation, and a unified approach among the Commissioners.

Before assuming her current role, Lauren worked in various positions within the state 
government, offering valuable legal advice and counsel. As an Assistant Attorney 
General assigned to the Oklahoma Attorney General's Office Multi-county Grand Jury 
Unit, she served as a white-collar crime prosecutor and legal advisor to the Multi-county 
Grand Jury. Her responsibilities included drafting Attorney General opinions, conducting 
complex research, and educating individuals throughout the state on topics such as the 
Open Meeting Act and Open Records Act.

Lauren's educational background includes a Juris Doctorate from the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law and an undergraduate degree in Accounting from Oklahoma 
State University. This diverse educational foundation, coupled with her professional 
experience, equips her with a broad skill set to tackle the complex legal and 
administrative challenges she faces in her role as Executive Director and General 
Counsel.
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Administrative Law Judges 

Judge T. Shane Curtin is the Chief Administrative Law Judge of the Workers' 
Compensation Commission. Prior to being becoming an ALJ, Judge Curtin spent 23 
years in private practice specializing in workers’ compensation defense. Judge Curtin 
obtained his Juris Doctorate from the University of Oklahoma in 1991. Judge Curtin  
earned  his  undergraduate  degree  in  Human  Resource  Management from  The 
University of Central Oklahoma in 1988. 

Judge Tara Inhofe graduated from Tulsa University with a Bachelor of Arts and obtained 
her Juris Doctorate from Tulsa University Law School. Judge Inhofe’s primary   practice   
area   has   been   workers'   compensation.   She  has  worked both as a claimant 
attorney and respondent attorney. Before being appointed in May 2014, she was Staff 
Counsel for The Hartford. 

Judge Michael T. Egan graduated from the University of Oklahoma in 1980  with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Journalism and from Oklahoma City University in 1984 with a 
Juris Doctorate. He is a former managing attorney of the Oklahoma State Insurance 
Fund. Judge Egan is a member of the Oklahoma Bar Association and the Oklahoma Bar 
Association Workers’ Compensation Section. 
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Administrative Law Judges 

Judge   P.   Blair    McMillin    received    her    bachelor’s    degree    in    Journalism  
and  Public  Relations  from  Oklahoma   State   University   with   honors.   Judge 
McMillin graduated  from  Oklahoma   City   University   School   of   Law,   Cum   Laude.  
In private practice, Judge McMillin specialized in workers’ compensation in general 
litigation  and,  claimant  practice.  Judge  McMillin  is  a  member  of  the   Oklahoma 
Trial    Lawyers    Association,    Oklahoma    County  Bar     Association,     and 
Workers’   Compensation   Section.   Her   professional    licenses    include    the 
Oklahoma State  Bar,  the  United  States  District  Court,  Western  District  of 
Oklahoma,   the  Supreme   Court,   and  all  other   Courts   of  the Chickasaw Nation. 

Judge Molly H. Lawyer received her Bachelor of Science in Political Science from the 
University of Oklahoma in 2005. She then attended the University of Tulsa Law School 
and received her Juris Doctorate in 2008. She practiced as a workers’ compensation 
defense attorney representing insurance companies and self-insured employers in 
Oklahoma from 2008 until 2017. She served as an executive board member and 
Chairperson for 2012-2013 of the Oklahoma Bar AssociationWorkers’ Compensation 
Section. She was also the 2010-2011 Chairperson of the Tulsa County Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division as well as a previous executive board member for The Tulsa 
Women Lawyers Association. She was appointed an Administrative Law Judge for the 
Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation Commission in September of 2017. 

Judge John L. Blodgett received his bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from 
Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma, earned his Juris Doctorate from the 
University  of  Oklahoma  School  of  Law.  Judge  Blodgett  has  over  20  years of 
experience practicing law in Oklahoma. For the last ten years of his legal career, he 
has practiced in workers’ compensation law, working  with  both  respondents and  
limited  work  with  claimants.  Judge  Blodgett’s   professional   licenses include  the  
Oklahoma  State  Bar,  the  United  States  District   Courts   for Western, Eastern, and 
Northern Districts, as well as the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. 
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1 2013 Data is omitted because the Workers' Compensation Court 
did not release an Annual Report for that year. 2014 data is 
omitted because the Commission had not yet been in operation for a 
significant period of time, so it is not representative of a typical year. 
Total Commission claim filings in 2014 were 3,541, and there 
were no appeals filed with the Commission during That year. The 
Court last released an Annual Report for  2012. 

The chart on the right shows 
appeals per claim filing. 
Since the implementation of 
the AWCA and the creation 
of the Commission, the 
number of appeals per 
claim have decreased 
dramatically.
Appeals are costly for both 
the claimant and the 
respondent. For the 
claimant who ultimately 
succeeds, in their case he 
or she must wait 
significantly longer for 
benefits. Even a delay of 
only a few weeks to docket 
the appeal can be 
significant for an injured 
worker who is struggling 
financially and unable to 
work.1
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One of the WCC’s most important goals is to dispose of cases in a timely manner to help injured workers return to 
work and ensure they receive the compensation owed to them by law. Often, formal hearings are necessary to 
accomplish this goal, but more often, disputes can be settled without the time-consuming process the hearing 
poses. This chart shows dispositions of cases dating back to the Commission’s inception, and demonstrates that 
the vast majority of cases are resolved without the need for a hearing. 
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Total Workers’ Compensation Premiums 

The chart above shows total Workers’ Compensation premiums written in the state, and demonstrates 
a clear downward trend since the institution of reforms beginning February 1, 2014. 
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The pie chart above shows Commission filings in 2022 distributed by cause of injury. 
The “cause” of the  injury describes the actual event or object that led to the injury. 
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