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DAY 1 Tuesday, September 30 , 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.   Registrat ion and Breakfast  

1 0 : 2 0  a . m .  M o r n i n g  B r e a k  

CHAIRMAN JORDAN RUSSELL,
OKLAHOMA WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION

Welcome and Opening Remarks

8:50 a.m.

HARRY J. TREY KOURI & FRANK GRUNTKOWSKI

Improving Outcomes Through 
Mediation Best Practices

9:00 a.m.

TERESA MCNEELY, OKLAHOMA WCC COUNSELOR
JAY HICKS, TENNESSEE BWC OMBUDSMAN
LORI D’ANGELO, VIRGINA WCC OMBUDSMAN
MODERATED BY LAUREN HAMMONDS JOHNSON
WCC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL

Perspectives from Workers’ Comp
Counselors and Ombuds

9:50 a.m.

10:40 a.m. WCC ALJ PANEL DISCUSSION MODERATED BY
ROBERT POWELL OF POWELL HANNER LAW FIRM

Panel Discussion 
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DAY 1
Tuesday, September 30 , 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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12:10 p.m. WCC COMMISISONER SCOTT BIGGS

Legislative Update 

2 : 4 0  p . m .    A f t e r n o o n  B r e a k  

JUSTICE NOMA GURICH, 
OKLAHOMA SUPREME COURT

Ethics 

3:00 p.m.

GREG GIEFER, BEAU PROCTOR, AND DAVID HUSLIG

Physio WRX + Rehabilitation with DARI
Motion Capture

1:40 p.m.

1 2 : 4 0  p . m .  B r e a k  f o r  L u n c h  

11:10 a.m. TESS BULLARD KNAPP & MICAH FELTON 

Raising the Bar: Respondent and
Claimant Best Practices



DAY 1 Tuesday, September 30 , 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

JUDGE T. SHANE CURTIN, WCC ALJ

Insights from the Bench on Penalties
and Self-Represented Litigants

4:30 p.m.
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5:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Reception at Eskimo Joe's

RECEPTION
SPONSORED BY OBA

 WORKERS'
COMPENSATION

SECTION

501 W. Elm Avenue, Stillwater, OK 74074

DR. THOMAS TKACH, DR. CHRISTOPHER TKACH,
AND SHAUN TKACH MCBRIDE ORTHOPEDIC
HOSPITAL

Total Hip & Knee Replacement: Then vs
Now 

4:00 p.m.



DAY 2
Wednesday, October 1 , 8 :00 a.m.-12:50 p.m.

MARK POPOLIZIO, 
VERISK VICE PRESIDENT OF MSP COMPLIANCE

MSA Triple Play – How CMS’s new
TPOC/WCMSA, $0 WCMSA, and
Amended Review Updates Impact
Workers’ Compensation Claims

9:00 a.m.

IAN STEEDMAN, 
WCC DIRECTOR OF LEGAL OPERATIONS

WCC Operations and CaseOK Update

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m. Break and Vendor Awards 
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8:00 a.m.   Registration and Breakfast 
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SCOTT B. GOODE 

Lawyers Helping Lawyers

DAY 2
Wednesday, October 1 , 8:00 a.m.-12:50 p.m.

12:50 p.m.  ADJOURNMENT  

10:50 a.m.

11:50 a.m.  SHYAM NAGARAJAN CTO OF OBJECTSTREAM

The Future of Workers’ Compensation: 
 AI-Driven Innovation at the Oklahoma
WCC



2 0 2 5  W C C  E D U C A T I O N A L
C O N F E R E N C E  Presenters

Chairman Jordan K. Russell is an attorney who joined the Commission after serving three
legislative sessions as policy directorand counsel to former Oklahoma Speaker of the House
Jeffrey W. Hickman. Prior to his time at the State Capitol, Jordan had a successful law practice
in the downtown Oklahoma City office of Gungoll, Jackson, Box & Devoll, P.C. Chairman Russell
also previously worked as a legislative assistant to Oklahoma’s U.S. Congressman Frank D.
Lucas in his Washington, D.C. office where he worked on issues involving healthcare, labor,
social security, and disability, and ERISA. Chairman Russell was appointed to the Oklahoma
Workers’ Compensation Commission by Governor Mary Fallin effective October 4, 2016, and
was reappointed to the Commission by Governor Kevin Stitt to a term ending in August 2025.
Chairman Russell was appointed Chairman of the Workers' Compensation Commission June 1,
2021, by Governor Kevin Stitt.

Frank  Gruntkowski graduated John Carrol University in 1993 with a Bachelor of Science in
Psychology.  He earned his JD in 1996 from the University of Tulsa. He has been practicing in
workers’ compensation for nearly 28 years.  Currently his practice is focused on Mediation.

Harry j. Trey Kouri, III graduated from Oklahoma City University of law in December 1989. In
1990, joined Abel, Musser, Sokolosky & Clark. In 1994, named partner of Abel, Musser,
Sokolosky, Mares, Burch & Kouri. In 2006,he was cofounder of Musser Kouri & Bentwood, A
Bricktown Law Firm. 2020 Mr. Kouri founded HJK Law, specializing in Workers’ Compensation,
Auto Accidents, and dispute resolution through mediation.  Currently, Mr. Kouri’s primary focus is
Dispute Resolution.  Proudly served the State of Oklahoma as an Alcoholic Beverage Law
Enforcement Commissioner for over 16 year. 

Jay Hicks is a proud graduate of both the University of Tennessee (undergrad) and University of
Memphis (law school). He is a licensed attorney in Tennessee. After law school he began work
as a plaintiffs’ attorney. His practice concentrated primarily on representing injured employees in
workers’ compensation disputes. Jay began working as mediator for the Tennessee Bureau of
Workers’ Compensation in August of 2015 and became the Bureau’s first attorney advisor in
August of 2017.

Teresa McNeely Counselor/Ombuds for the Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation Commission since
May 2014. She is a graduate from Southern Nazarene University and licensed multi-line adjuster in
Oklahoma, Texas, and Florida since 1985. She is also a member of the International Association of
Industrial Accident Boards and Commissions (IAIABC).
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Lauren Hammonds Johnson is the Executive Director and General Counsel at the WCC. In
this role, she oversees the agency's legal and administrative operations, providing counsel to
Commissioners and Division Directors to ensure compliance with state and federal laws. Lauren
manages the operations and regulatory divisions, implementing strategies to enhance efficiency.
She also acts as a liaison among the Commissioners, promoting transparency and collaboration.
Before assuming her current role, Lauren served in various state government positions,
including as an Assistant Attorney General in the Multicounty Grand Jury Unit, where she
prosecuted whitecollar crimes and served as a legal advisor to the Multicounty Grand Jury. Her
responsibilities included drafting Attorney General opinions, conducting complex research, and
educating individuals throughout the state on topics such as the Open Meeting Act and Open
Records Act. She holds a Juris Doctorate from the University of Oklahoma College of Law and
an undergraduate degree in Accounting from Oklahoma State University. Her diverse
educational background and professional experience equip her to address complex legal and
administrative challenges at the WCC.

Lori D'Angelo created the Ombudsman program for the Virginia Workers' Compensation
Commission after the Virginia General Assembly created the position to improve outreach to
interested stakeholders in 2021 and is currently still the Ombudsman. Ms. D'Angelo practiced
law for over twenty years, representing insurance carriers for half of that and injured workers for
the other half. Ms. D'Angelo is certified by the Virginia Supreme Court as a mediator. She is the
Chair of the Dispute Resolution Committee for the International Association of Industrial Accident
Boards and Commissions, (IAIABC). She is also a member of the International Ombuds
Association, (IOA), is a Co-Chair of their Events Committee and has passed the Certified
Organizational Ombuds Practitioner (CO-OP®) Exam.

Judge Molly H. Lawyer is an Administrative Law Judge of the Oklahoma Workers’
Compensation Commission. She received her bachelor of science in political science from the
University of Oklahoma in 2005. She then attended the University of Tulsa Law School and
received her juris doctorate in 2008. She practiced as a workers’ compensation defense attorney
representing insurance companies and self-insured employers in Oklahoma from 2008 until
2017. She served as an executive board member and Chairperson for 2012-2013 of the
Oklahoma Bar Association Workers’ Compensation Section. She was also the 2010-2011
Chairperson of the Tulsa County Bar Association Young Lawyers Division as well as a previous
executive board member for The Tulsa Women Lawyers Association. She was appointed an
Administrative Law Judge for the Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation Commission in September
of 2017 and currently resides in Tulsa and Oklahoma City.
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Judge Tara A. Inhofe is an Administrative Law Judge of the Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation
Commission. Judge Inhofe graduated from Tulsa University with a bachelor of arts in 1988. She
attended Tulsa University College of Law and obtained her Juris Doctorate in 1991. Judge
Inhofe’s primary practice area since graduating from law school has been workers'
compensation. She has worked both as a claimant attorney and respondent attorney. Before
being appointed in May 2014, she was Staff Counsel for The Hartford.

Judge John L. Blodgett is an Administrative Law Judge of the Oklahoma Workers’
Compensation Commission. He received his bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from
Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma. He earned his Juris Doctorate from the University of
Oklahoma School of Law. Judge Blodgett has over 20 years of experience practicing law in
Oklahoma. For last ten years of his legal career he has practiced in workers’ compensation law,
working with both respondents and limited work with claimants. Judge Blodgett’s professional
licenses include the Oklahoma State Bar, the United States District Courts for Western, Eastern
and Northern Districts, as well as the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit.  

Judge P. Blair McMillin is an Administrative Law Judge of the Oklahoma Workers'
Compensation Commission. She received her bachelor’s degree in journalism and public
relations from Oklahoma State University with honors. She graduated from Oklahoma City
University School of Law, cum laude. Judge McMillin has been practicing law since 2006. For
the past six years, her experience has been focused on workers’ compensation, both in general
litigation and in claimant practice. Judge McMillin is a member of the Oklahoma Trial Lawyers
Association, Oklahoma County Bar Association, and Workers’ Compensation Section. Her
professional licenses include the Oklahoma State Bar, the United States District Court, Western
District of Oklahoma, the Supreme Court and all other Courts of the Chickasaw Nation.

Robert P. Powell “Robbie” was born in Honolulu, Hawaii. Upon receiving military Orders, his
family relocated to Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Robbie was raised in Lawton, Oklahoma and graduated
from MacArthur Senior High School in 1994. He attended the University of Oklahoma receiving
his bachelor’s degree in Letters in 1999. At the University of Oklahoma, Robbie was an active
member of Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity. Upon his graduation from the University of Oklahoma,
he received his Juris Doctorate from the Oklahoma City University School of Law in 2002. While
attending OCU, Robbie was an active member of Phi Delta Phi and ABA Appellate Advocacy
Moot Court Team. Robbie began his legal career representing Oklahomans in all aspects of
litigation. Prior to forming Powell Hanner, he worked as an associate and then partner for one of
Oklahoma’s most respected defense firms, handling defense of workers’ compensation claims
ranging from standard to extremely complex claims. Robbie’s current clients consist of small
business operations to large, respected employers and insurance carriers. Robbie is married
with two children. He volunteers his time as a youth soccer coach with Oklahoma City YMCA
Northside. Robbie was previously a Board Member for Oklahoma Aids Care Fund, now serving
as trustee for Donor Advised Fund. He is also an active Board Member for Oklahoma City
University’s Miss OCU Pageant. In his spare time, Robbie enjoys running, kayaking, travelling
and spending time with family and friends.
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Micah Felton is an attorney based in Oklahoma and a founder of Hawkins | Felton Law Firm,
where his practice focuses on workers’ compensation and personal injury matters. He earned his
J.D. from the University of Tulsa College of Law and is admitted to practice in all Oklahoma state
courts. Micah serves on the board of the Oklahoma Bar Association’s Workers’ Compensation
Section and is involved in continuing legal education efforts related to workplace injury and
litigation practice.

Tess Bullard Knapp is the Managing Partner at Bullard & Associates, an Oklahoma-based
defense firm focused on workers’ compensation and insurance defense. Tess earned her J.D.
from Oklahoma City University. Over the last nine years, she has served as a member of the
Oklahoma Bar Association’s Workers’ Compensation Section, where she has served as
Chairperson and is the Board’s current secretary. She is a frequent speaker at Continuing Legal
Education seminars in Oklahoma and Texas, and along with her firm, provides workplace safety
audits for businesses across the country. 

Scott Biggs joined the Commission after serving as the State Executive Director for the Farm
Service Agency within the USDA. Prior to his service with the USDA, Commissioner Biggs was
an elected member of the Oklahoma House of Representatives. At the Capitol, Scott served on
a variety of committees and in several leadership roles. Much of his work was focused on both
agriculture and victims’ issues. Scott was the leading voice for State Question 794 which placed
victims’ rights in the State Constitution. Before his time at the State Capitol, Scott ran a private
legal practice and worked in several district attorney’s offices around the state.
Commissioner Biggs currently serves as an officer in the Oklahoma Air National Guard and is
assigned to the 138th Fighter Wing legal office in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He was recently recognized
with the Patriot Award for his support and cooperation of fellow members in the Guard,
Reserves, and veterans of military service in their employment opportunities.
Commissioner Biggs and his wife, Dr. Rosslyn Biggs, reside on their ranch in Stillwater with their
two daughters. He and his family enjoy being involved with their daughters’ school and in various
agriculture activities, including raising and showing their ponies and cattle.
Governor Kevin Stitt appointed Commissioner Biggs to a six-year term with the Oklahoma
Workers’ Compensation Commission effective August 26, 2021.
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David Huslig is an accomplished physical therapist with nearly 30 years of experience specializing
in orthopedic rehabilitation and workers’ compensation. Over the course of his career, he has built
a reputation for delivering exceptional care to a diverse range of patients, from injured workers
returning to their livelihoods to elite athletes performing at the highest levels of competition. David
has been instrumental in the rehabilitation of professional athletes, designing individualized
recovery programs that optimize performance while reducing the risk of re-injury.
For 15 years, David has also dedicated his expertise to caring for Olympic athletes, playing an
active role in their preparation and recovery during both the Tokyo and Paris Olympic Games. His
work in these high-performance environments reflects his understanding of the biomechanics,
injury prevention, and functional return-to-work strategies. Known for his evidence-based
approach, collaborative spirit, and ability to blend clinical best-in-class service with personalized
care.

Greg Giefer, Vice President of Sales at DARI Motion, brings over 20 years of sales leadership
experience from global healthcare leaders including Covidien, Medtronic, and GE Healthcare. At
DARI Motion—a pioneer in FDA-cleared 3D markerless motion capture—Greg drives adoption of
technology that proactively identifies injury risk through analysis of functional movement patterns.
DARI’s clientele includes industry giants such as Amazon, Meta, Epic Games, Disney, Intel,
American Airlines, Massachusetts General Brigham, the NFL, Steadman Philippon, Hospital for
Special Surgery, the American Sports Medicine Institute, and the American Hip Institute.
A graduate of the University of Notre Dame, Greg resides in Wichita, KS, where he combines
strategic vision and a passion for innovation to advance human performance, injury prevention,
and healthcare outcomes.

Beau Proctor is a Doctor of Physical Therapy with over four years of experience helping patients
of all ages recover, move, and perform at their best. For the past three years, he has specialized in
working with youth, high school, and professional athletes, combining advanced rehabilitation
techniques with performance optimization. Beau also brings three years of hands-on experience
with DARI Motion technology, leveraging its precision and adaptability to deliver highly customized
programs. He has seen firsthand its impact across a wide range of needs—from enhancing athletic
performance to creating targeted recovery plans for workers’ compensation cases.
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Justice Noma D. Gurich has served as Justice of the Supreme Court, District 3, since February
15, 2011. She is the third woman to serve as Chief Justice since statehood. She follows the lead
of Justice Alma Wilson and Justice Yvonne Kauger who each served as Chief Justice in the
1990s. As Justice, she has administrative, budgetary, and oversight duties for court clerks and
judges in all 77 counties, as well as the Court of Civil Appeals. Justice Noma D. Gurich has been
a judge in Oklahoma for over 30 years. Justice Gurich has the unique distinction of having been
appointed to a judicial office by four governors of Oklahoma, after being nominated by the
constitutionally created Judicial Nominating Commission. Prior to her judicial career, Justice
Gurich was engaged in the private practice of law in Oklahoma City for 10 years. She served on
the Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation Court from 1988 to 1998, including 4 years as Presiding
Judge. She was appointed to serve as a district judge in Oklahoma County in 1998 and after
winning a contested judicial race, held office for 3 additional terms with no opposition. She
served as Presiding Administrative Judge for two years. She also served as the Presiding Judge
of two consecutive Multi-county Grand Juries. Justice Gurich is a member of the American Bar
Association, Oklahoma Bar Association, and life member of the Oklahoma Judicial Conference.
 
Dr. Thomas Tkach treats a number of orthopedic conditions using modern knee and hip
replacement implant technology, Makoplasty and Navio™ Robotic Knee Surgery. He has
pioneered the design of hip and knee replacement systems to help improve the functionality of
current joint replacement components. Dr. Tkach is highly respected for his innovative spirit and
long-standing commitment to the advancement of quality, orthopedic solutions. He was born and
raised in Oklahoma. His father, Dr. Stephen Tkach, was a beloved orthopedic surgeon at
McBride. Dr. Tkach grew up watching his father perform surgery long before his medical school
years. He also spent a great deal of time outdoors. Dr. Tkach loves to hunt and enjoy nature at
his home in Jones with his wife and family.

Dr. Christopher Tkach grew up around orthopedics with both his father and grandfather
practicing orthopedic medicine at McBride. He knew when he left for college practicing medicine
was his goal, but it wasn’t until medical school he discovered a desire to pursue a surgical
aspect. He realized quickly there was “one specialty that helped people the most significantly
and consistently and that was orthopedics” – he also realized immediately joint reconstruction is
a life-changing surgery, which has an enormous effect on quality of life. Dr. Tkach believes
providing a passageway for patients to return to basic activities can alter the trajectory of their
attitude and overall wellness. He is excited to come to work every day to partner with patients on
an effective course of action and unlock new opportunities for positive health. Raised in
Oklahoma City, he is looking forward to making an impact on the community and caring for
people who are struggling with joint pain and disability. Dr. Tkach and his wife, Callie, met in
college while attending Baylor University. Callie is a registered nurse. They are proud parents of
two boys.
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Dr. Shaun Tkach specializes in joint replacement and hip preservation. He is a third-generation
orthopedic specialist at McBride. Dr. Tkach will see patients at McBride’s North Oklahoma City
outpatient clinic location. He is fellowship-trained in Adult Reconstruction at OCC Surgery-
Iverness in Denver, Colorado. He is residency trained in Orthopedic Surgery at the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center and is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma College of
Medicine. Dr. Tkach received his undergraduate degree from the University of Oklahoma.
 

Judge T. Shane Curtin has been an Administrative Law Judge of the Workers' Compensation
Commission since March 2014. He was appointed as the Commission's first Chief ALJ in May
2015. Prior to becoming an ALJ, Shane Curtin spent 23 years in private practice specializing in
workers’ compensation defense. He obtained his Juris Doctor degree from the University of
Oklahoma in 1991. Judge Curtin earned his undergraduate degree in Human Resource
Management from University of Central Oklahoma in 1988.

Mark Popolizio, J.D., is the Vice President of MSP Compliance for Verisk Casualty Solutions.
He has been a nationally recognized thought leader in Medicare Secondary Payer (MSP)
compliance since 2001. Mark practiced insurance defense litigation for ten years concentrating in
the areas of workers’ compensation and general liability. As of 2006, Mark has dedicated his
focus exclusively to MSP compliance working with carriers, self-insured, TPAs and other claims
professionals in addressing MSP compliance issues. He also releases numerous industry
publications each year on Medicare compliance issues and CMS updates, including his yearly
Medicare Watchlist report. 

Ian Steedman serves as the Director of Legal and Commission Operations for the Workers’
Compensation Commission. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business from Oklahoma State
University and a Juris Doctor from the University of Oklahoma. With more than 30 years of
experience as an attorney, Ian has practiced in medical malpractice and insurance law,
representing both claimants and respondents at various times. Before joining the Commission
six years ago, he worked in-house for a large arts and crafts retail company in Oklahoma City.
Above all, Ian is a proud husband of 38 years, father to five daughters, father-in-law to four sons-
in-law, and grandfather to four (with two more on the way).
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Scott Goode is a partner with the Military Law Group here in Tulsa. They practice predominately in
the Family Law arena as it pertains to active duty, reserve, retired and disable veterans. He was
appointed in 2022 by OBA President Mike Mordy as the Chairman of the Lawyers Helping Lawyers
Committee and has served as such since. He is the District/Trial Court Judge for the Miami and
Ottawa Tribes in the Grand Lake area and the Municipal Judge for the town of Hulbert, Ok. He was
appointed by Gov. Stitt to serve as the “at large” member on the Licensed Drug and Alcohol
Counselor Board last year and still serves as such. Scott is veteran of the United States Navy and
served on the flight deck of the USS Enterprise launching and recovering aircraft. He served two
tours in the Persian Gulf from 1995 through 1999. He graduated from Ketchum High School in
1995, served in the Navy until 1999, graduated from NSU Tahlequah campus with his Bachelors in
Business Administration, and graduated with his JD and Indian Law Certificate from TU in 2005.
He was a Tulsa County Public Defender until 2013.

Shyam Nagarajan serves as Chief Technology Officer at Objectstream, where he leads
enterprise-scale migrations and modernizations that evolve legacy systems into nimble, future-
proof platforms. With a track record of successfully delivering complex projects, Shyam combines
technical depth with a vision for the future—adopting AI, automation, and cutting-edge industry
trends to develop purposeful, stakeholder-driven solutions. Dedicated to innovation with purpose,
he excels at converting bleeding-edge technology into tangible value in the real world.


